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Understanding the Child Day: Information for Schools
Aims:
· To give the prospective adopters a chance to meet some of the people who have been involved with the children past and present.
· To consider the child’s past experiences from a child’s perspective
· To begin the process of wondering how the child’s early experiences impacts on them today and potentially in the future
· To think about how the child’s early experiences may influence their behaviours and the parenting approach they need
How it works:
Before the day the Family Finder and Transitions Social Worker will have pulled together as much information of the child’s history and story as possible.  
Through the day the potential adopters of the child, the Transitions Social Worker and the Family Finder will go through this history event by event, and as much as possible, with the input of professionals who were involved at the time.
We will spend time considering what living these experiences was like for the child and how that has affected their development and behaviours, and what they expect of adults and the world around them as a result of these experiences.
We will spend time thinking with those caring for the child now about how it is to live with and care for the child, what soothes them and helps them when they are struggling.
At the end of the day, we will consider how this information can help to plan for and anticipate how moving to an adoptive home will affect them and what support can be put in place to help and ease the transitions for everyone.
Who will be there?
Each day is tailored to understanding the child’s history and story so we will try to gather the people who are relevant.   
This may include: the Child’s previous and present social workers, support workers who may have worked with the child in their birth family, past and present foster carers and any other relevant professionals.
Everyone may not all be there at the same time, and if they can’t attend, we will do our best to get information from them before the day and to follow up any questions with them that may come up during the day.
What if this causes adopters to pull out?
The aim is to prepare adopters as fully as possible before matching panel and introductions to support them to be child centred and aware of the emotions and triggers that child may struggle with and to have a real understanding of the child’s lived history.
This will be painful and overwhelming for adopters however the overall aim is to improve and strengthen the transition process and matching. If adopters feel after the day that they cannot proceed it is our view that this is better for the child than a breakdown after placement.
Information from the day will inform plans for matching and introductions.
Obviously, everything shared in the day is confidential and this will be strongly emphasised to adopters.
What do I need to do?
Be available to attend the meeting. We will facilitate the meeting, but your first-hand knowledge of the child is invaluable and can really help adopters be prepared and understand where the child is coming from.
Bring an open mind! Adopters may ask questions that seem silly or irrelevant, and at times it may make you doubt the match, we will review all of these things with you after the meeting.
Help us prepare by sharing any information or experiences, or details of any other professionals who might have useful information.
You will not need to attend the whole day and we will send you a timetable and seek to co-ordinate with you as much as possible.
We do appreciate how busy you are and that there are many demands on your time, please feel free to speak with the Family Finder for the child or Emma Decker-Thomas, Transitions Social Worker for any further information or questions.



Questions we will ask you?	Schools/Nursery

· When did you first meet the child? (how did they react to you?)
· How would you describe the child when you first met them?
· How did the child react and interact with their mother?
· How does the child react/interact with other family members?
· How does the child interact with teachers?
· How does the child interact with their peers, older and younger.?
· How does the child cope with change?
· How does the child react if they are physically hurt?
· How does the child react if they are upset and sad?
· How does the child react when they are frustrated?
· How does the child react if they are ill?
· How does the child react when they are angry?
· How do you calm the child down when they are distressed?
· What is the most challenging aspect of caring for the child?
· What is the most rewarding part of caring for the child?
· What are your biggest worries for the child?
· How do you think the child will cope with the move to adopters?
· Anything we haven’t asked you’d like us to know about the child?
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